r A Re nt» wy ty I ee Er I AID > re rr wn > 
—— — — cw mmpgentc— at. — * — —⅛ 6B. pn - 
9 . — enevs rr — q 


n 


—— + — — —— 


— — u—-—H— «44 «4„bͤ:öj 


—— — — eer > 


— MN — — . — —— — 


yy — — —— ———— — — — 0 ID —AAUAB— — 
—— —— - —— Ae ot RES mm w ä ——— — 
n r q * 


6ͤ— „ —ä.ĩ ms rrp mm —— — — „ —— ——— p p — — — — — —— — r * * 
2 —— — 1 ** 
* „ "I "IRE * * — * — W * 9 baths. of 6 + i Ate y w * Gene tad __ 4 ane 
= — — —_——— — on —— 22 — = — oor * — — 7 ON PO OE : ll — — 2 
am — & —— — — ————ũ ů —— — —— (—— —5 — —— —— — wa; 
Se = Mt pa ach ä — — —— 2 —— —— ICS 


— tre — —ͤ—kſ— —ͤ— 2 to —ͤ . ——— — 9 ů — — 
- — — — X = * ous SOT 


% 


iver'd in two 


1 


17 


. 
# 
; * % 4 3 
N 2 ” | 4 3 
—— wo «2% 
TY „ $7 
1 
* * * wa be. I — : 
er o Fe * 1 by 
— * 4 
7 „ LE: 
* A « * 1 4 * of 
_————_—_— 4 1 1 8 | 
3 * CESS. th 
5 * F wg. ad * — _ 
> * x ' n 
8 : 
+ * 
# 
* r _ 


” $4 


WP has 


Sue. 
. 


* $*- 4; Wh, 4 2 1 
* „ 2 
* 
CE ae And pn 
.  "P "1 


. 


85 


2 „ 
df 4 et +, 


_— 


. 


: 


* R * 


8 


— 


* 


* 


N " Ry p n 2 aw | 
*in * . 2 \&; * 4 
% * IRR en rn * 


4 — 


8 n $4; | i 
eee * 4 
ys "yo" „ N 
* * 


* A 2 
* * 
6 % 
- : 
N * 
FI 1 


* 
: 
* 
_ 
- * 
b 
* , N 
* 
* 
* 
FOR 
C - 
* A 
- 
mY * = = 
o 8 * I 1 
= e : 
> . * * 
J * o 
7 
1 
—— - | 
Y .£ wo 
7 'F L 
N 
8 2 p 
** 4 4 
. * * 
* dy 
7 — * 
S-* by 
a * 
- 


* 
* 


* 


d 


2 


HASTITY, 


* 
S 


P AU L's 


- 


* 


— 2 


„M Dec XXVn. 


in the Lear 


Be fore the 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Preach'd at 


L O VD 0 M: 


FE E RURAT 28, 1925. 


CHRISTIAN CALLING, 
I N 


UNIVERSAL E 


F E A 
* 
= - | 
2 + 
— j 
5 * | 
| | 
| ; 
#4 
44 
2 h 
7. 


On 


— — 


* 1 


2 
9 
. 
: 
i 
* 
; 
; 
F 
5 
4 


© Ow = 


Pp 4.24.75 08 


— 
oo 
wy 


1 Tas. IV. 7 


N or G 0D hath uot calle 10 


unto U dci s: But u un- 


1 
4 * t * © b \ * 


N- fronting to this Tt, * 
the 


' ſhall endeavour, through 
 Aﬀiftance of Go D, to "find 


5 1 the Divinity of it, in one 2 
. theſe two rg Remarks. 


— 1 — 


T. 'G 0D bath not 145 * unto Nas 
but unto Holineſs. The great Deſign of ehe 
Chriſtian Religion, is, To call usto Gery aud 
Virtue ; that we may eſcape the Corruption that 
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ben Divine TEIN 
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of if teten and Thoughts, in Oppo- 
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eder CHasTIrr, 
<6 tion to that Laſciviouſneſs and Uncleanne(s? 


the Gentiles are ſaid to work with Greedineſi. 
This ſeems to me to ye the Neien of 


"Y Text. 


P 
"_ 


A Dd in nt, I beg che Context may 


be heard, beginning at the 3d Verſe. The 


Ver. 37 4, 


Manner my Text is written in, refers to 
what goes before, which is, Thi # the Wil 
of Go p, even your Sandification, that ye 
ſhould abſtain from Fornication : That every one 


of you ſhould know how to poſſeſs hw Veſſel in 


Santiification and Honour; Not in the Luſt 
of Concupiſcence, even as the Gentiles who 


know nt GO D. (Now my Text comes in) 


Ver. s. 


For Go p hath not called ws unto Uncleanneſs, 
but unto, Holineſs, Upon this Call to Ho- 
lineſs, St. Faul grounds his Exhortation, 
to abſtain form Fornication, and to poſſeſs our 


| Veſſel in Sancti fication and Honour, Holineſs 


being here manifeſtly oppoſed, to Forni- 
cation. And to thoſe Sins, our Apoſtle 
calls the Luſt of Concupiſcence, (or the Paſ- 


ſion of Luſt, re. embo las) muſt denote 
univerſal Modeſty of Converſation, and 
Thought, the Virtue that is oppoſite to 


n and Uncleanneſs. 


ww 


THIS Obſervation. upon Holineſs, will 


appear very juſt, when I have told you 
that *Ayracou®,, doth in the Text of this 
Nilcourſe, and in ſeycral others, in the 
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and the Ulage of St. Faul ee Jae 11. 15. | 


Wricing s of St. Paul; denote Chaſtity and vi. | | 
Modeſty, doth not lead us to the whole 19 „ | | 
Body of Virtue, but to one ſpecial, Virtue, iy. = 5. if | 
The Context manifeſtly gives us this Idea; 1 Tim. | 


2 — 
— — — ———Eää—. 4 — — — . — 


the Critick, 5 5 | | 
 Havrns thus foxcted the Language 118 | 
of my Text: I muſt now open the Moral 1428 
Turpitude of Fornication and Adultery, i | [| 
and of thoſe other Sins of Uncleanneſs, 1 
which are deſcried by right Reaſon ; but | it N 1 
more emphatically by the e Re- | 1 
ligion, that calls us to Holineſs, 1. e. to ab- 164 


ſtain from Fornication, and to poſſeſs our Veſſel 
in Sanctification and Honour; as St. Paul ex- 
plains our Chriſtian Call to Holineſs, 


Bu r before I can enter upon this Ar- 
gument, I beg a little of your Time, to 
conſider the phyſical Temper of our Ap- 
petites and Paſſions, becauſe. this wall 


will be a very proper Introduction to my 
Thoughts. 


As to au The Luſts of the Feb, 2 
the Deſires of the Fleſh, (I chuſe to expreſs 
my Thoughts in the Words of Holy Scrip- 
ture, rather than in the ſtiff Language — 
the Schools) are phyſically good, have 
proper Uſes in conducting Life, in pre- 
{ſerving our Being, and in working up the 

Order 


# * F err, 5 
10 ©" Otter of the Oiiverſe # And when theſe 


Deſires of che Fleſh, are Morally copſi- 
dered, theſe are indiffercht, determinable 


Pa © by a Rational Free Agent to pood or bad 


Ves: And the Immorality of theſe comes 
from the Improperneſs of the Object; or 


from the Intemperance of our D 
254 Uſe. ali "ag 


opts Objetts of 4g? Ds * our 
Fleſh, which Gop hath forbidden, by the 
| Voice of Reaſon, or by the ſurer Word of Pro- 
pbeſy, are Iroproper for our Deſires. And 
thoſe Objects ate proper, which Gov 
hath died us to follow, by ſome one 
of theſe Ways; and thoſe Alſo which Gor 
hath left to out Choice, Having given us 
no e in the Matter. 8 


Ax Þ here all Deſire of, and Perſuit af- 
ter forbidden Objects, Will be criminaf; 
and the Perſuir of choſe alſo, which are 
left co our Diſcretion, then beconies crimi- 
nal, when we perſue, and defire theſe 
with Meaſures of Application inconſiſt- 


ent with the Dignity of Reaſon, and 
the natural Pirtefs of Things, or with 


thoſe ſuperiar Obligations we owe to che 
Will of Gor : And whenever the Deſires 
of the Fleſh, tranſgreſs theſe Boundaries, 
_ thoſe natural App AS and Paffions be- 


come ſinful, as chey rranſereſs the Law of 


Go D 
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the Chriflian Calling. 


88 the directing Rule of the Moral 
Life. 


To illuſtrate this General in a particu- 
lar Caſe. The Converſation of Male and 
Female, is a phyſical Paſſion, that is made 
abſolutely neceſſary, by the eſtabliſhed Or- 
der of the Univerſe, to continue a Suc- 
ceſſion of Beings in the World; and the 
Great GoD, and Wiſe Maker of the Uni- 
verſe, who implanted this Paſſion in us, 
hath provided a proper Entertainment for 
it, in the Furniture of his Creation; for it 
is written, Male and Female created He them, 
that every Man might have his own Wi Fe, and 
every Wife ber own Husband, And ſo conſe- 
quently when we eutertain this Paſſion in a 
proper Way, and in proper Meaſures con- 
ſiſtent with the Dignity of a Rational 
Creature, and with the uniform ſettled 
Order of Things, we are as innocent, as 
we are, when we eat when we are hun- 
ory, or drink when we are thirſty. 


Bur when we entertain this Paſſion 
with forbidden Objects, or with indiffe- 
rent Objects intemperarely, the Law that 
is in our Members, that ſhould act ſubſer- 
viently to Reaſon, and to the natural 


Fitneſs 'of Things, leads us into Captivity 


ro the Law of. Sin: And now this innocent 


natural Paſſion, becomes criminal to us, 
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Univerſal CHasrirr, 
2 Sin reigns in our mortal Bodies, becauſe we 
obey it in the diſorderly Luſts thereof, (or in 


the Luſt of 3 as the Divine Wri- 
ter expreſſes himſelf. 


Tus is all I have to ſay at preſent 


* the phyſical Nature of thoſe Paſſions, 
St. Faul calls rhe Defires of the Heſh. 


Tur Method of my Sermon, now di- 
rects me to exemplify theſe general Re- 
marks, in Fornication, and Adultery, 


and in ſome other Sins of Uncleanneſs, 


which are contrary to that Holineſs, here 


unto we are called by my Text. 


I BEGIN with Fornication; which is, 
the criminous Converſation of an unmar- 
ried Male and Female, in the Luſt of Un- 


cleanneſs. We Chriſtians ſee the Moral 


Turpitude of this Sin, in a very clear 


Light, We are called unto Chaſtity; ard we 
know that it is the Will of Go p, that we 


ſhould abſtain from Fornication, and poſſeſs our 


Veſſels in Sancti fication, ( £yiao uw, in Cha- 


ſtity as, I have before obſerved upon the 
Critick of this Word.) 


Ovx Chriſtian Divinity is very clear 
in this Caſe; and if we miſtake our Way, 


it mult be willingly or negligently ; ; and 


you need not be told, that. a wilful, or 
©. negligent 


5 wn. I As. ibs ee 


the Chriftian Calling. 
negligent Miſtake of Duty, will aggravate 
the Crime „ and make our Sin exceeding ſorful.. 


Ax p ſince we Chriſtians are thus plain- 
ly directed, To abſtain from Fornication, and 
to poſſeſs our Veſſel in Chaſtity. It muſt be 
ſoreign to the Buſineſs of our Salvation, to 
inquire, Whether Simple Fornication, was 
criminal in a Gentile, and whether the Law 
of Reaſon did condemn the Thing? See- 
ing it is ſufficient for our Inſtruction in Rigb- 
teouſneſs, to know, that the Goſpel, which 


is the perfect Will of GoD, and the more ex- 


cellent Way, doth diſcourage the Thing in 
the plaineſt Words, and upon che ſevereſt 
Pains : And as the Goſpel is the Law of 
Gop to us, we are bound upon the Pe- 
ril of our Souls, to abſtain from Fornication, 
and to poſſeſs our Veſſel in Chaſtity, as it becom- 
eth thoſe pubo are called to Virtue, and to be a 
peculiar People, zealous of good Works, perfecting 
Holineſs in the Fear of Go D. 


AN D now allowing, this Law againſt 
Fornication, to be a new Law, (of which 
more by and by) as it is Go D's Will to us, 
it claims our Obedience, and it will be un- 
doubtedly Sin to us, (whatever it was in a 
Gentile, who had not learnt CHRIST) not to ab- 
ftain from Fornication, being ſo plainly called to 


Holineſs by CHRIST. As Simple Forni- 


cation, is a Tranſgreffion of the Law of 
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God, that is given to us, in the 8 

greſſios of which Law, the Apoltle places 
1 Job. il Sin. As to the e ; true it is, as St. 
* Faul ſpeaks of them, They had given them- 
1 Theſ. ſelves over unto Laſctubeſueſs, to work all Un- 
: Eo. 1 cleanneſs with Greedineſs., (w mxoretin 1n A- 
| 5 ae bot 4 So that the oof of them, ſeem 


to have loſt the Moral Turpitude of this 


Vice. As I remember, Tully, a very good 


Man, ſeriouſly defended the Practice, in 


a publick Pleading at Rome. And 'the 


Grave Epictetus, ſets the Obliquity of ic, 
in the Tranſgreſſion of ſome political 
Regulations: But this is no Proof, that 
the Obliquiry of Fornication, could not 
be diſcovered by right Reaſon ; but only 
that the Gentiles, 7 evil Habits, Cuſtoms 
and Examples, ſtrengthened by Inadver- 
tency, and the Want of due Conlidera- 
tion, had alienated themſelves from the Life 
of Go p, and had worn out the Senſe of 
Eph. iv. its Moral Turpitude, by the Tuſt of the 
= Hab, and the Luſt of the Eyes, which reign'd 
in their mortal Bodies, led them into Captivizy 
io the Law of Sin, nk wrought in them all 


manner of Concupiſcence. 


Bur now this Ignorance, and Blind- 
Bs of Heart, that had ſeized the Gentiles, 
was not Phyſical, bur Moral, contracted 
Rom. i. by evil Cuttoms, and Habits, ich give 
2. ns up 10 4 Reprobate Mind , eis y A 

to 
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to an undiſcerning Mind) whereby we | J 
call Good, Evil; 2 Evil, Good ; and work | F 
all manner of Uncleanm with Greedineſs f | I 
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1. Bur there is a W Turp itude | 
in Fornication ; which I ſhall ee } 
to make our 2 in the following Argu- 
ments, | 


Ix that Reluctance, and Trouble Men 
find within themſelves, upon their firſt 
entring upon this Sin ; and in that Re- 
morſe it leaves upon the Soul: In theſe 
Experiences, we have a proper Proof, that 
the Inward Man conſents to the Law of Cha- 
ſtity, that it is Holy, Juſt, and Good: And 
that common Nature, before it is intoxi- 
cated, and hardened by Habits, abhors 
the Practice, and is brought with ſome 
Difficulty to conſent to Sin, that wars in 
our Members, to obey it in the Luſt thereof, 


2. In that notable Injury and Inju- 
ſtice that is done to our Neighbour, in 
robbing him, or her, of his, or her Cha- 
ſtity and Modeſty, one of the richeft 
Jewels of a Rational Creature, and the 
greateſt Comfort of Human Life : When 
our Modeſty is loſt, we yield our Members 
Servants to Uncleanneſs, and to Iniquity, to 
| Tniquity ; we do what is indecent to be 
: done, and what is very unfic for Rational 
Creatures 


ih 


— 


1 


al Cas TI rr, 


creatures to do, and conduct ourſelves 


Uni 


3 ma . 


8 by our Luſts, which are filthy and inde- 


cent, outragious and precipitant; and 


thus we proſtitute Human Nature, and 


diſturb the Quiet and Security of Civil 


' 
Prov. 


XX111. 127. 


! Tb. vi 26. 


Ih..xii. 4 
| | * " r e 


Kaunkalttan. and teaze our own Souls. 


3. Ix that N Rottenneſs of 
Bones, which are the phyſical Conſe- 
quence of this Sin, The Voice of this 


| Argument 1 is beard among us, and the Words 


of it are gone out into the Ends of the World, 


which makes it needleſs to call the 4 


vinity of thoſe Texts in to my Aſſiſtance, 
where we read, A Whore is a deep Ditch, 
and will bring a Man to a Morſel of Bread. 
But the Ways of Chaſtity are Ways of 
14 and all her Paths are Peace. One 


Lay ſpent in this Service, is better than 


a thouſand in the Riot of Luſt and Diſ- 
order. 


UroN what hath been ſaid, we may 


_ obſerve, that the Chriſtian Law, Of Ab- 


ſtaining from Fornication, is no new Law; 
but the eternal Law of Right Reaſon, 
reſtored to its primitive Simplicity, and 
animated with the Goſpel Encourage- 
ment ; and that a ſerious, rational Exa- 
miner of Things, may diſcover the Moral 
Turpitude of Fornication, in that phyſical 

* 


the Chriſtian Calling, 


Malignity, I have mentioned in the fore- 
going Arguments. 


2. Tue Order of my Sermon, now 
calls me to ſpeak to Adultery, another 
Species of bar And this is the 
criminal Converſation of a married Man 
or Woman with any third Perſon, in the 
Paſſion of Luft, I ſhall endeavour to 


evince the Moral Turpitude of this 1 in the 
following Manner, 


In that notorious Injuftice and Injury, 


which is done to the innocent Party by 
the Offender. Which Injury and Injuſtice 
conſiſts in the Breach and Violation of 
the Marriage Contract. Marriage is 14 
ſerious Contract, whereby the two Par- 


ties, Male and Female, do reciprocally 


give their Bodies, Aﬀe&ions, and Inte- 


reſts to each other in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, according to the Rites and Ce- 
feen which are ſettled and obſerved 


by, and in Civil | Societies, So that rhe Wife , Cor: 
hath not Power over her own Body, but the Vil 4- 


Husband; and ſo likewiſe the Husband alſo, 
hath not Hae over his own Body, but the Wife : 
And when our Bodies, and Affections are 
thus given to each other, the Right we 
had before in otr Bodies, Affections, and 
Intereſts is reciprocally transferred; and 
conſequently, on open or ſecret Aliena« 

tion 


16 


Heb. xiii. 


E 4. 

{ Eph. v. 

58. 

1 Cor. 

xv. 9. 
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tion of theſe, to any third Perſon, muſt 
be a great Injuſtice in the alienating Par- 


ty, as it robs the Innocent Party, of that 
which is uſually more dear to him than 
all the World; and in which his Per- 
ſonal i nel is nearly concerned: 
And the third Perſon, who receives the 
unrighteous Transfer, is no better than 
a Thief, and Robber, becauſe he ſteals 
knowingly, and conceals the Property of 
another, and thus worketh Evil to hu Neigh- 
bour 1n the tendereſt Part: And accord- 
ingly Adulterers have been accounted, 
Publick Grievances, by moſt Civilized 
States, Ancient and Modern, and have 

been puniſhed, with Death by ſome of the 
Greateſt and Wiſeſt. And provided, A- 


dulterers may eſcape the Judgment of 


human Laws, through an artful 8 
ment, There remains a certain looking for of 
the 6:0 4 HK Judgment of Go D, who hath 
declared, He wilt judge Adulterers, and thoſe 
who do 2 Things, ſhall not inherit the Ring- 


dom of Heaven. 


An p Adultery is diff cult to be 
atoned by Repentance; as Repentance 


for that Injuſtice we do our Neighbour, 


muſt begin in Reſtitution. And in the 
Injuſtice we do our Neighbour by Adul- 


tery, it will be very hard to reſtore the 


Affections, and Intereſts, which have been 
alienated, 


* 


ibe Chriſtian Calling. 


alienated to the injured Party, A Houſe 


divided againſt itſelf to inward Tranqui- 


lity, and innocent Children, to the Love, 
and Care of their Parents: And withour 
doing this, I cannot underſtand, how a 
proper Reſtitution can be made, and the 
Malignity of the Injuſtice be atoned; as it 
muſt be, to reſtore us to the Favour of 
Go p, and to the Peace of our Minds: 
And this Reſtitution muſt be made in the 
propereſt Way Reaſon and Experience di- 


rect to make full Satisfaction. 


I am baia this filthy gie it is 2 
very bad one, and therefore am willing 


to ſet it before you in its own true Co- 


lour. 


As to the Father, when he is injured, 


it impoſes a ſpurious Iſſue upon the Line 


of his Family, and makes him go to Bed 
late, and riſe early, and eat the Bread of Care- 
2 for Children who are not has own. 


Any to the injured Wife, the 1 
ſtice is reciprocal; The Husband's Adul- 
tery, robs her of the Affections of her 
own Husband, and of her Right in his 
Circumſtances, that hath been made over 
to her in a ſolemn manner, and what ſhe 
hath a Civil Right to expect, and claim 
upon the Marriage Contract, and laviſhes 


theſe 
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4 theſe away in the Converſation of ſtran 

Women. And ſo conſequently the Chil- 

dtxen of the innocent Wife, will be un- 

righteouſſy defrauded of that Care and 
Proviſion, which the Law of G0 D and 
Nature, and the Order of the Univerſe, 
direct all naturul Parents to make for 
them, according to the Way that Tn 
-are = 


1 
— — : 3 — 
- 


A ND eee is diredly r to 
the Genius of the Chriſtian Religion, 
which calls us to univerſal Chaſtiry, and 


threatens all Sorts of Uncleanneſs with 
eternal Pains. 


Bur in particular, to the Royal Law, 
of doing, as we would be done by: If 
Men would put themſelves into the Place 
of the Party, who is defigned to be in- 
jured, before they ruſh upon the Sin, I 
dare be poſitive, common Nature and Rea- 
ſon will deteſt the Crime, and expreſs 
Indignation and Reſentment. So that 
every Adulterer, will find himſelf damn- 
ed by the Judgment of his own Mind. 


I'navez thus opened the Obliquity of 
of Adultery : And as the Arguments are 
very clear, and plain, I hope I may pro- 
miſe them Succeſs in this Place, 


I an 
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1 | : 
the Chriftian Calling. - 
| i 
T a Mr now to ſpeak to the leſſer Sins of . | 
Uncleanneſs : As are ſmutty Talk, and | 
indecent Geſtures, which have a known | 
Tendency to enrage our Paſſions, and to 
puſh us upon Folly and Sin: And the ha- 
hitual frequenting of looſe Company, and 
Places of evil Report, where our Modeſty 
may be tempted, and our Paflions inflam- 
ed, to do what 1s not fit, and convenient 
for Rational Creatures to do, who are cal- Eph. 
led to univerſal Chaſtity, that they may be a 4. 
a pecuilar People xealous of good Works, Our 
Apoſtle calls theſe fooliſh Talking and Feſt- 
ing. (But if I may be allowed to tran- 
ſlate, ſmutty Converſation and Wit, Move ie 
50 l this ſeems to me, to have 
been the Idea, that was preſent to the 
Mind of the Apoſtle, and under this 
Phraſe, all that Gallantry of Addreſs is 
comprehended, that 1dle People uſe, to 
give immodeſt Images, and to enrage our 
Luſt; all Words, which have a known 
Tendency to diſorder the Soberneſs of 
Reaſon, and to precipitate Indecency 


and Shame, and to ruffle the Modeſty 
of the Mind. 
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AN p beſides all this, the Will to Sin, | 
the inward Liking and Approbation of * 
this Sin, that doth not ſhew itſelf in | 
Facts, is criminal in the Eye of Mora- | 
C 2 | 11. 
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lity, and in the Divinity of this Scrip- 
ture, where we read, That whoſoever look- 
eth upon a Woman, to luſt after ber, hath com- 


mitted Adultery already with her in his Heart, 


z. e. with a Deſire and Intention to de- 


bauch her, and only wants a favourable 


Opportunity to expreſs the Sin of his 
Mind, in the Sin of his Body. Some- 
times worldly Prudence may lay a Re- 
ſtraint upon our outward Actions, and 
make it convenient to conceal our Mind, 


to have Praiſe of Men, and to guard againſt 
ſome preſent Inconveniencies: But alas! 


this Diſguiſe will not ſcreen the Inten- 
tion of the Mind . from the Know- 


ledge of Go D, who knows what s in 


Man, and at the Day of Reckoning, will 
bring to Light the bidden Things of Darkneſs, 


and conlider us according 1 the Inten- 
tions of our Heart. 


IRHAVFE now gone through my Diſ- 
courſe. I hope, what I have ſaid may 
have your Approbation. The Subject is 
very neceſſary to be inſiſted upon, in 
theſe Days of Licentiouſneſs, when all 
Orders of People amongſt us, give them- 


{elves up to wile a aud glory in their 
Shame: 


| [ K Now it is time to diſmiſs my 
Zens: But ſince J am leg to the Borders 


of 


the Chriftian Calling. 21 


of Matrimony, the great Preſervative a- 
gainſt this Sin, I beg the Favour of a: 
Minute or two more, to ſpeak to this 
des, 


As 1 remember ſome of the Worthies 
of the Primitive Church, ſer a vaſt Value 
upon the Celibate, as if it was more. 
agreeable to the Purity of the Chriſtian 
Religion, than the Conjugat. 


Al THOVUVGRH I want no Reſpe& for / 
the Judgment of thoſe good Men, I am 
apt to think, there may be as much Cha- 
{tity and fold Virtue in the Conjugat, 
. with a great deal of more Comfort, and 
much leis Temptation and Danger. 


Ovr Maker declared, It was not good, Gen 
that Man ſhould be alone, in his Paradiſe of = 
Pleaſure, and Innocence; and therefore _ 
He created Woman to is a Help meet for 
his Converſation, and to ſhare with him 
in his Cares and Delights: And by the 
Bleſſing, He gave the Work of his Hands, 

e frunful and multiply, and repleniſh the- 
Earth, He directs us, to ſeek our Tempo- 
ral Happineſs in each other, without 
which, this Bleſſing could take no Effect, 
nor a Succeſſion be propagated, nor 


thoſe Propenſions He gave us, be proper= 
ly entertained, 
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THE Conſiderations convince me, 
that the Conjugate is better, and more 
to be choſen than the Celibate; And that 
the Advice of the Apoſtle, I: is good for 4 
Man not to touch a Woman, and not to ſeek a 
Wife, is a temporary Opinion, adapted 
to the then troubleſome Circumſtances 
of Chriſtians, and only Good (as the Au- 
thor of it expreſſes) for the preſent Diſtreſs, 
And not a univerſal Rule, and {ſtanding 
Opinion, obliging upon all Times. With- 
out all Controverſy, a ſingle Lite is more 
to be choſen, than the Conjugate, in 
Times of Perſecution for Righteouinels 
Sake, as the ſoft Endearments of Wife 
and Children, are ſtrong Temptations, 
to deny the Faith, to ſave our Lives, 
and Fortunes for their Sake, and a great 
..- Obſtruction to thoſe Ways of Preſerva- 
tion, common Prudence directs, and Chri- 
ſtianity allows us to follow, to redeem the 
Time, when the Days are evil. 


_ Trexe is verily ſome Trouble in the 
Conjugare ; and J do not know any ſitua- 
tion of Lite that is perfectly free: But 
now the Sharpneſs of theſe Troubles, ariſes 
not out of the Thing, but out of the 
Abuſe of the Thing, out of our own in- 
temperate Paflions, and our not endea- 
vouring by mutual Cares, Condeſcenſions, 
and Endearments, to make our Conver- 

ſation 


the Chriſtian Calling, 
ſation agrecable to each other, And. from 


being unequally . joined to Perſons. of dif- 
ferent Humours, for the Sake of — pre- 
ſent Intereſt. Hence comes that Miſe- 
ry, and thoſe Fears which Wed the 
er r | 21 And 69 


Bur Matrimony abſtracted rem cha 
notorious Abuſes, is the moſt. intimate 
Friendſhip that can be cultivated upon 
Earth, it is one Intereſt, and one n 
one Care, and Pleaſure. 


Bur to preſerve the Delicacy of 
Friendſhip, a Habit of mutual Civility 
and Fidelity is neceſſary: Rudeneſs and 
Unfaithfulneſs, will teaze Converſation 


with ſurly Paſſions, and ſeparate good 


Friends. 


I nave now done. And ſince Go p 
hath called us by Chriſtianity to univer- 
ſal Chaſtiry of Converſation and Thoughts, 
give me Leave, To beſeech you, my Bre- 
thren, in thoſe very affecting Words, 
our Apoſtle uſes, in introducing the Di- 

vinity of my Text, And to exhort you by 
the Lord JESUS, That as ye have re- 
ceived of ws, how ye ought to walk, and 
pleaſe GoD in theſe Days of Licentiouſnels ; 
ſo you would abound more and more: For 
this is the DE 4 f GO over our Chaſtity, 

that 
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that je ſboula abſtain from Wen se, ant 


that every one of you ſhould poſſeſs his Veſſel in 


ee not in = oy 0 _— En 


1 1 me PEE of you, my Brethreg, 
to think ſeriouſly on the Divinity I have 
now left with you, and to give all Dili- 
gence in this the Day of your Salvation, 
to have your Converſation honeſt in thoſe 
Fruits 'of Modeſty, and Chaſtity, where- 
unto you are called, the End me 


will be Eternal Life. 


The End of the Firſt SERMON. 
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And it came to paſs when the Phili- 
ſtine aroſe, and came and drew nigh 
to meet David, that David haſted, 


and ran ber the wh to meet 
_  *he'Philiſtine. 355 Ws 


And David put his Haste in e Bag, 


and "took thence 'a Stone and ſlang 
it, and ſmote the Philiſtine i hzs 


 Forthead® aud he fell [4.8 his Face 
to * Earth. 


Z HOSE Jerome 1 
El cations, that are put upon 


ling, in the Language of this 
Age, and the vaſt ſpreading 
of this ſavage Cuſtom, | call upon the 
Preachers of - Righteouſneſs, #0; cry aloud, 
and (pare not: To ſhew the People he 

T-. D 2 Danger 


. the infamous; Sin of Duel 
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The Obliquity of the 


Danger of this sin; and to do the beſt 
they can, to prevent the Increaſing of 


lis fatal Evil. By XD , * 2 — T 
(= > h-- = 

A N 5 79 0 58 che beſt. dier 1 can, 
ASE! choſe the Seript ure Hiſtory of the 
amous Duel, that was fought betwixt 
N and Gulleb, for the Foundation of 


thoſe- Arguments, I deſign to leave upon 
your 1 

lig 59 5 

As wy "wp 18: Hiſtory, 8 can be 
nothing wanting to explain it, after I 
| haye told you, a Sling, the offenſive In- 
ſtrument, with which David killed Goliab, 
was a very famous Weapon in the Eaſt 
ain thoſe Days; And that: the ſeven hun- 
died. Slingers, who could ing Staues at an 
lair > pcbreadth,.. d :not miſs, are . reckon- 
ed. in the Hiſtory of the Judges, the beſt 
Battalion in the Army of Iſrael. 


Bur as theſe Obſervatiogs FEY no 
"Uſe in reforming « our Manners,-and con- 
ducing Life ; I will leave chem, that I 


"= ſpend all the Time you are willing 
to allow me in a more uſeful manner. 


> as of 4 be”; A — Py TEES 


Ax D chats I 45 do ſo, I will leave 


with you my Thoughts upon eie > in 
* Order. | 


* 


- Sin of Durtiane. 


15 1 wa LL define what a Duel is, and 
C then I. will proceed to evince the Ob- 


Ügquity of it, in its Beginnings, Mo- 
tives, and Conſequences ; but more 


| 570 eſpecially in its pit Trapſgreſion 
24G SAP Av. 1 
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1 N FA b in with m Devnician: - 
F © 12 wp 4 9 is a ER that is 
fought betwißt £9 private Perſons, : and 
grounded upon, erſonal Paſſions. and Re- 
4 ntments: Alt put private into 
5 efinition, Te Hinguiſh! uelling that is 
criminal, from, Ms which is not ſo, as 
the Duel that \ was fought betwirt Da vid and 
Goliah was not; as theſe two Champions 
acted in a publick Character, and by the 
Commiſſion of the Supreme Magiſtrates 
.of Fudea and. Philiftia, to bring that War 
to a Concluſion, by their Perſonal Va- 


Jlour, that had long een the two 
Nazans. ad 


Bus as "Chis Gul. "will more aptly 
come under my Thoughts in another 
Place of this Sermon; I will not at pre- 
ſent go farther, into it. What being thus 
briefly remarked, being ſufficient to ſhew 


you, why 1 have put Friunte into my 
5 Definition of A Duel. 


I wit. 


>: win, 
1 * 
* 5 


tion and Be in 
PU. Sus # *® 
I 2. 
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"I wit thetefore © proceed to conſider 


e e of this 1 in its Founda- 


CY 
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unded in Sin; becaufe no Man what- 
ever, hath Power to diſpoſe of his own 
Life at his Pleaſure, according to the 
Suggeſtion of private Paſſions and Re- 
ſentments, or the fatal Influences of Me- 
Lancholy: As every Individual who lives 
in the World, is a Debtor to his Gon; 
to his Country; and to his Family; and 


: *hath ſome confi derable Duties to do here, 


elative to each of theſe. 


7 1 of 


To bis G To Bes and ſerve 


ein faithfully, in the Diſpenſations of 


his Providence, whether theſe be ſmooth 
or rough, proſperous or adverſe, who 
ſent him into the W orld, 'To work out 
by Salvation, by walking in 1 Commandments 
blameleſs : And conſequently, thoſe who 
'expoſe themſelves raſhly, or deliberately 
to the Danger of a Duel, and fall ina 


Duel, or kill another, bi Gop of his 


Right in their own Services, or in the 


Services of their Brother, who hath been 


killed by their wicked Hands, and thus 
render themſelves obnoxious to thoſe ſe- 


vere Pains, which are threatened to be 
laid 


laid upon thoſe, b know ah Win a. * . 
their Maſter, and do not as He hath di- 
rected them to do, by his written Word ; 


or oy the Youre of common. Reaſon, 581 


4 * 
22 


oy T 0 their Coun z "Ryeny Man 1 f 
| is born, is under a common Obligation 


to ſerve his Country, according to the 
Way he is in; and no one, who is a Mem- 


ber of a Community, can, or doth ſtand : 
clear of publick Obligations, directing 
him to do the beſt he can, according to 
his Circumſtances and Abilities, to ſerve 
the Publick, by honeſtly doing his Duty 
in that State of Life, to which he is cal- 
led, The Services of Men in National 
Communities reciprocate, for Go D hath” 
ſo tempered Bodies Politick together, that there 
ſhould be no Schiſm in the Body; but that the 
Members ſhould bade the ſame Care one of an- 
other: And when we have confider'd the 
uſeful Diſpoſition of the Univerſe, and 
the common Obligations, and Ties which 
reciprocate thro' all the Veins of the 
Community; we ſhall eaſily be ſatisfied, 
that as no Individual can ſtand clear of 
Obligations to the Publick, that every 
one is a Debtor to the Publick, till he 
hath diſcharged his Obligations; and ſo 
conſequently, every Man who offers him- 
ſelf in a Duel, who thus loſes his own * 
Der or takes N the Life of another, 


robs 
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ane Publiek of its Alete mf th Per-: 


ſonal Services of its Members, and ſo 


doth Injaſtice. And 'til Individuals can 
clear themſelves of thoſe Obligations they 


have to ſerve their Country, no one can 


have a Right to diſpoſe of his own Life, 


or to tak away the Life of another in 2 


private Garrel without the Conſent of 


the Publick, ole e and Debtor 


18. 


3. To: 8 Fatiilly'; T6 nie Wife ew 
Children to his natural Parents, and Re- 
lations; The great Law of Nature, whoſe: 
Line” i gone ont into all the World; and the 
more fure Word of Revelation, whoſe 
Voice is heard amongſt us, direct us, to 


reciprocate theſe Natural Relative Duties 


in a plain manner: And now, as no 


Man who ever was in the World, can 
ſtand clear of theſe natural Obliga- 
tions, no Man can ever have a "Right. 
to diſpoſe of his own Life; or to take 
away the Life of another. without the 


previous Conſent of all parties, who, by 


the Conſtitution of the Univerſe, have- a: 
Concern and :Intereſt in it. As in diſ- 


poſing of our on Lives, and in taking 


away the Life of another, without the 
previous Conſent of the Parties named, 
there will be a notable Injury done to 


l the elegant Order of the Uni- 
verſe 


— — n 2 
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verſe willbe diſturbed; 1 The GOD and 
Governor of the Univerſe will be dif- 
pleaſed; Communities will be injured, 
and weakned; and private Families: will 
be invaded wich Loſs and Sorrow. 
i Nin Ss 
8 Parents, according to the 
Obligations that reciprocate betwixt them 
and their Children, have a flatural Right, 1 Tim. v. 
when their Caſes require it, to be af- 8: | 
ſiſted by their Children, and Children to _ * 
bs aſſiſted by their Parents, Relations by 
Relations, Men by Men, according to 
_ Circumſtances and Abilities; And com- 
mon Reaſon, and Divine Revelation, 
which are Go D's Words to us, tell us, 
there is no Exception to the general | 
Rule of univerſal Humanity, and Bene- 
volence, but what 1s an Exception to'all 
practical Rules, impoſſibility ariſing from 
want of Means and Abilities. And now, 
as no Man is clear of thoſe Obligations, 
he hath upon him to Go p, to his Coun- 
try, and Relations, no Man can have a 
Right to diſpoſe of his own Life, or take 
away the Life of another by Duelling, 
or Self- murder. So that it is very evi- 
dent, that the Foundation of Duelling is 
laid in Iniquity. 


33 


2. AN D Duels are exceeding ſinful in 
their Motives; which, as far as we can 


E learn 


34 


The. Obliquity of the 


learn from our beſt. Obſervations and Ex. 
petiences, are criminal; As is the Gratifi- 


_ cation. of diſorderly Paſſion, and Reſent- 


ment,-and of that Bubble which is called 
Honour, i in the, Cant of idle People, As 


mad Gallantry for looſe Women; the 
* Nase to | thi SIN, 


A ND now, as alot Motizes to Duel- 


: ling are criminal, the Action that is 
1 e upon theſe Motives, muſt likewiſe 


be criminal in the Eye of Morality ; as 
the Motives to Action, enter into the 
Conſideration of Practical Divinity, and 
when thoſe are criminous, the whole 
Scene of Action will partake of the Tur- 
— of the Motives. 


Axp I muſt beg of you to obſerve, how 


thoſe weak Motives, are deſtructive of the 


common Quiet of Civil Converſation : If 
Men will allow themſelves to quarrel with 
their Fellow-Creatures, becauſe they hap- 
pen to be indiſcreet in their Behaviour, 
to miſtake the Ceremonies of Addreſs, 
and to betray their Weakneſs in thoſe 
Words and Titles, to which Uſage and 


Cuſtom have annexed ignominious Ideas, 


Civil Converſation will be always inſecure, 
and weak Men 1n continual Danger from 
Men of Paſſions and Infirmities : So dan- 
gerous it will be for Men to riot in their 
Paſſions, 


Fin of Dokr re. 


Paſſions and Reſentments, eſpecially when 
Wine and Company have unguarded our 
Reaſon, and raiſed our turbulent Pallions, 
to quarrel at any time with our Brother, 


but eſpecially now, becauſe he is paſſio- 


nate end weak, impertinent and unciyil, 
is to quarrel with our own Nature, be⸗ 
cauſe it is not perfect, and with our Bro- 
ther, becauſe he is a Man of Infirmity and 
Paſſion like ourſelf. When this mad Hu. 
mour is indulged, it will fill Society with 
Wounds and Blood, and make Men Fu- 
ries to each 'other ; yea, thoſe Men who 
are directed by the Diſpoſition of their 
Nature, and by the Conſtitution of the 
Univerſe, zo be Human, very Human 70 o each 
ot ber. 


wo 


WEN we have conſidered the Mo- 
tives to Duels, we ſhall abundantly ſee the 
| Turpirude of the Practice, a ſavage Prac- 
tice, that rages boldly in our Seri, that 
walketh in Darkneſs, and deftroyeth at 
Noon-day. Bur, 


As Honour is often pleaded to OY 
or, at leaſt, to extenuate this Practice; 


chat 1 may leave no Excuſe unſearched, 1 


will try the Force of this, becauſe it is 
the favourite Harangue of the World. 
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The Obliquity of the 


& 77 to Honour; 1 muſt own, I do not 
know. what it means, in the Language of 
this: Pleading. I underſtand by Honour, 
an honeſt Concern for the juſt Dignity of 
Human Nature, that is expreſſed inhabi- 
tual Endeavours to act in all Things, as 


Reaſonable Creatures ought: to act, who 
have an Intelligent Principle to conduct 


their Paſſions, and to make the whole 
Animal Oeconomy ſubſervient to Ratio- 
nal Views, and to the noble Purſuit of 
2 Life to come : But che Honour, with 
which theſe Perſons. greatly bluſter, with 
whom my Argument is concerned, ſeem 
to me, to be Pride and Vanity, Fury and 
Revenge; ; mad Paſſion for their own Hu- 


mour, regardleſs of ſocial Decency and 
Reaſon. 


6 wW ILL let the Word alone. Honour, 
as 1 underſtand i it, is a good Thing, worth 
our Concern, when Honour is a Support 


to virtuous Principles, and runs parallel 
to the Laws of Go p and our Country, 


it cannot be too much encouraged and 
cheriſned: But when the Dictates of Ho- 


nour, are contrary to thoſe of Religion 


and Equity, they are the greateſt Depra- 
vations of Human Nature, by giving us 
wrong Ambitions, and falſe Ideas of what 
of is good and laudable, and ſhould there- 


fore 
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Sin of DUELLING. 


fore be exploded by all Governments, and 
driven out as the Shame and Plague of 


Human Society: I do not know what 
Diſcouragements, evil Cuſtom may have 


thrown upon a Rational Conduct, nor 
what thoſe Difficulties may be, Men of 


Honour have upon them, to preſerve their 


Character, when they act rationally and 
virtuoufly, in the midſt of a crooked and 
perverſe Generation, which calls Good, 
Evil, and Evil, Good, if they have any, 
it is to be wiſhed they had none; which 
may be juſtly expected in a Chriſtian Na- 
tion, called to Virtue aud Glory. 


Bo r whatever this 1s, I am ſatisfied, 
that no temporal Conſiderations whatever, 


not the Frowns of Power, nor the Loſs of 
Bread, nor the idle Cant of a thoughtleſs 
Set of People, nor any Circumſtance 
whatever, can juſtify Duelling for the Sake 
of this Bubble, nor leſſen it Malignity in 


the Eſtimation of Go p, nor in the Senſe. 


of good People, who only Judge TOW 
ous Judgment. 


Bur as the Thing that is feared by the 
Sons of Honour, is the Imputation of 


Cowardice, and Weakneſs, and upon this, 
the Plea is grounded ; I will endeavour 
to remove this Apprehenſion, and give 
the Matter true Colours. 


I AM 
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The Obliquity of the 


I am perſuaded, to refuſe a Duel, 
is no Sign of a little Spirit in a Rational 
Man; becauſe to ſuffer and bear from, and 
with the Infirmities of our Brethren, is 
true Greatneſs of Mind, exalted to a hea- 
venly Degree of Honour ; Virtues con- 
ſpicuous in Go o, to whom belong Mercies 
and Forgiveneſs, altbougt we have rebelled 
againſt Him, and in thoſe brave Souls, who 
in forbearing, and forgiving, are Followers of 
Go D, as dear Children. 


WHEREAs weak and little Minds, are 
peeviſh, paſſionate, and contentious ; ex- 
orbitant Paſſions and Reſentments, are 
ſeldom ſeen or heard amongft thoſe who 
conduct themſelves by Reaſon and Virtue, 
Good Men preſerve the Maſculine under 
Provocations; whenas habitual Paſſions 
are ruffled by every Storm they meet, and 
made the Sport of the Indiſcretions and 
Infirmities of Men. 


Is this, I have the concurring Senſe 
of thoſe Wiſe Men, who taught Moral 
Philoſophy in the Schools of Greece, « and 
ſtudied to reſtore Human Nature to its 
true Dignity : Some of thoſe great Men, 
ſpoke upon this Subject in ſo ſtrong a 
manner, as one would think, they had 

forgotten 


Sin 8 of DvuBLLING: 
3 Human Nature, even when they 
were endeavouring to refine i it. 


In this, I have the Senſes of that no. 
ble Army of Warthies, which adorns the 
Tewiſh and the Chriſtian Calendar, who endured 
Grief, ſuffering ' wrongfully. with Intrepidity 
of Mind, and eſteemed Reſentment and 
Revenge, below Men, who were conduct- 


ed by Right Reaſon, and loked 7 4 berter 
Reſurrection. 


Ix this, I have the Judgment of the 


great Solomon, who had Human Nature in 
as much Perfection, as any Man ever bad, 
and knew its Worth very well, where he 
tells us, Anger reſteth in the Breaft of Fools, 


and to paſs over a ; Tranſgreſſ on, x the —_ 
f Men. 


In this, I have the Opinion and Practice 
of our Bleſſed Lord, 2b when he was reviled, 
reviled not again; when he ſuffered he threaten- 
ed not; but committed himſelf to Him, who 


Judgeth righteouſly ; leaving us an Example, that 


we ſhould follow his Steps. Our Lord, it 
ſeems, thought it honourable, to forgive 
weak and infirm, rude and ungrateful 


Men, and to conquer their Evil with 
Good, when he could have ſtruck them 
to the Ground by a Word, and have 


called 
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called loan: of Angels + to execute his 
Wrath pporr them. | 


[oa 1 4 y E how put in my Anſwer, to 


the Pleading of Honour, upon which un- 
thoughtful People would excuſe their Du- 


.els. And one would think, after what I 
have ſaid, has been maturely conſidered, 


5 we might no more be troubled with fuch 
weak Reaſons. Hence I muſt proceed to 
view its Obliquity, in its dreadful Con- 


{equences. 


3. As Duelling takes away the natural 
Life of Man, for which no Reſtitution 
can be made; and thus deprives Relations 


and Friends of the Aſſiſtance of each other 
for ever; Parents of their Children; and 
Children of tbeir Parents; Wives of their 


Husbands; and numerous Families very 


often of their daily Bread; and Commu- 


nities of the Hands of its Members; it 
muſt appear to every ſober Mind, a Sin 


moſt exceeding ſinful in its Conſequences, 


and very difficult to be attoned, as no Re- 
ſtitution can be made for Life, nor for 


thoſe vaſt Depradations it makes in the 
World: And as all Repentance for Sins 
committed againſt our Brother, muſt be- 
gin in Reſtitution to the Party Suf- 
tering. 


WHEN 


Hip of Dona.) WH * 
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Warn we have laid theſe Things to- 
Sether before us, methinks nothing more 
can be required, to animate Chriſtians, 
Rational Men of ſober Minds, in their 
Endeavours to diſcourage this Sin that is 
ripening amongſt us, That our Land may Numb. 
net mourn for Blood, that defiles a Nation: Xxxili. 
That there be no more complaining in our Streets; nh 
no Orphans crying for Juſtice, to the Avenger 
of Blood; no Widows making Lamemation, 


that PT: be no more ſuch dS in all the 
holy Mountain. 


WRA x hath been already ſaid, is 2 
great deal, to give you an Abhorence of 
this faſhionable Sin. But this is but lit- 
tle, to that Diſcouragement it hath in the 
Word of GoD. Religion Natural and 
Revealed, when it is pure and undefiled, 
inculcates upon Men univerſal Humanity 
and Benevolence, Bowels of Mercy and For- Boh. in; 
giveneſs but more eſpecially Chriſtianity, 32, 31. 
which is the more excellent May: Chriſtia- 8 il. 
nity in every Page, makes ſtrict Proviſion Luke = 
to reciprocate unlimited Forbearance and 2. om 
Forgiveneſs; and in order to be ſo, To \ Pet, i. 
be kind one to another, tender-hearted, for 
giving one another 5; and to put on as the 
' Ele# of Go p, humbleneſs of Mind, Meek- 
neſs, Long-ſuffering. Theſe Habits ſweeten 
the Mind, and give Men the juſt Dei- 
F form, 


Matth. v. 
| Rom. 
xiii. 
1 Pet. ii. 
14. 
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The Obliquity of the 


form. And theſe are recommended ſor 


ORH RIS T's Sake, and for our own Salva- 


tion Sake; we are directed to forgive, as we 
bope to be forgiven by Go p. Such fine En- 
couragement doth our Religion give us, 
to be pitiful e courteous, and 0 love as Bre- 


en 4 | 


Dok E and tindefiled 1 Chritianiry, doth 
not allow us in any Circumſtance, to pro- 
ſecute Revenge in a private manner, by 


rendring Evil for Evil ; but directs us, to 


leave the Adjuſtment of our Diſputes to 
the Civil Magiſtrate, who hath God's 
Commiſſion, to execute Political Wrath, up- 
on thoſe whe do Evil; directs us not to a- 


venge ourſelves, but rather to give Place unto 
Wi; Fath, 


ebe in the Coompunthadhe; Thou 
ſhals not kill, made a Proviſion to ſecure 
Man's Life againſt private Refentment, 
and Revenge, in the Polity of Vael; and 
our Lord, in his Sermon upon this Text, 


extends its Force, to forbid the Language 


of Defamation, and rude Words, all great 
Anger and Paſſion, which are known to 
create Diſputes and Quarrels, if poſſible, 

to preſerve among his Followers univerſal 
Security and Love. 5 


Ir 


29 


Paſſions and Infirmities Leave to vindi- 


Cate themſelves, upon the Suggeſtion of 


private Revenge and Reſentment, the 
whole World would ſoon be poſſeſs'd with 


the utmoſt Confuſion; and every Man 


would live in Danger of being inſulted, 
and knocked on the Head by every ane 
he meets. 5 


OvkR r Paſſions are quirrelfoine tad 38075 
as we have generally made them; and when 
the Reſtraints of Religion and Reaſon are 
taken off, Men will degenerate into Fu- 


ries. But Men who are conducted by 
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Chriſtianity, will be peaceable, and gentle, Jam. ii. 
eaſy to be intreated, full. * Aerey and mw 47. 


Works. 


Inave thus confi Jered the Morat 
Obliquity of Duels, in their Beginnings; 3 
in their Motives, and Conſequences; and 
in their manifeſt Oppoſition to the Will 
of Go D. My Method now calls me to 


ſpeak to thoſe ſpecial Caſes, when Duels 
may be of good Report. 


In theſe Caſes only, as I think: 


I. WHEN our own Preſervation, re- 


quires us to kill another, who hath 


F 2 aſſaulted 


— r 
2 - | : 1 Athy 
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faulted us, in order to take away our 
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2. Wren the Defence of an innocent 


Perſon, in Danger of being killed by 
wicked Hands, claims our Help, in order 
to deliver him. = | 


gh . AN D when we are authorized by 


the Supreme Civil Magiſtrate, to fight 


a ſingle Combate, for the Cauſe of the 


Publick, to conclude a War betwixt two 
Nations, by our own Perſonal Valour. 


_ Tx1s was the Caſe of the famous 


Duel that was fought betwixt the + Horatii 


and Curiatii, that ſhines in the Roman Hi- 
ſtory. And of that which was fought by 


David and Goliah. Theſe Champions were 


commiſſioned by the Supreme Civil Ma- 


giſtrates Of the Albani and Romans, Of the 
Philiſtines and Few, to repreſent their re- 
ſpective Nations, and to conclude the 


War, which was berwixt them, by their 


Perſonal Courage, 
| Bow... 'DvreLs 


* 


+ Sed quam peri robore, & frequentibus preliis 
vrrique Comminuerunt; miſſo in compendium Bello, 
Horatiis Curiatiſque, tergiminis hinc atque inde 
fratribus utriquiſque populi fata permiſſa ſunt, 
Luc. Hor. lis, | C. 3. ; 


Sin of Duma. 


Doo VELS in A a. are as 
lawful as War; and the moſt cheap and 
compendious Way of ending National 
Diſputes; and- the Champions, who thus 


* 
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bravely hazzard their own. Lives, for the 


Publick, ought to be enriched with great Riches, 


1 Sam. 


and to bade their Father” s 8 made 1 in. Xvii. 9. 


Her. 


I rave thus gone through my. De- 
ſign. And when I have told you, how 
Go p in the Old Teſtament, tells us, He that 


thus ſheddeth Man's Blood, by Man ſball bs 
Blood be ſhed, i. e. By che Civil Magiſtrate, 
who, in the Language of Moſes, 1s called 


"the Avenger of Blood, and is directed to 


take no Satisfattion for Life: And how in 
the New Teſtament, Murder is reckoned 
among thoſe Sins, which ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of GO D; I muſt promiſe 
myſelf Succeſs, in beſeeching you, my 
Brethren, to do the beſt you can, in your 
ſeveral Stations, to- diſcourage this mad 
Practice, ſo. deſtructive ro Men in this 


World, and co all our Hopes of Salvation 
in che World that is to come: 


IN beloecling you, to put away from 
among you all Bitterneſs and Wrath, Cla- 
mour and Malice, all rude Language, and 
indecent Behaviour, which invade Con. 
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1 * beſceching vou, to lp kind one to 

: another, tender-hearted , forg irg one ano- 

tber, turning away Wrath by a ſoft a 

- courteous Anſwer ; that we may live copethier 
\ Brethren in Unity and Love, who 

2 5 one Go p, one Lord, one Hope of 


their pennen even the Salvation of r 
Souls. | Bo 
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